As a high school clarinet player, Margaret Adams, aka “Peg” was invited to perform with a neighboring town’s high school band at a Chicagoland Music Festival. It was there she first heard a Sweet Adeline Chorus. “I didn’t believe women could sing so low,” was her first impression. Peg went on to attend Michigan State University where she earned her Bachelor of Music degree and later a Master of Music degree. She spent nearly 20 years teaching elementary vocal music. 

Along the way, Peg has also directed children and adult choirs in church, and is an accomplished pianist and organist. Her current musical activities outside of Sweet Adelines are a church organist and piano teacher. She frequently accompanies students for concerts and solo and ensemble contests. Peg is the president of the South Bend Area Music Teacher’s Association and is a member of the American Guild of Organists, St. Joseph Valley Chapter. She is also a member of the Schuyler Colfax Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution and is an avid genealogists with two family histories published.

Peg is married to Doug, her husband of 46 years. They raised Tim and Beth who are now married to their respective spouses, Melissa and Rick. Tim and Melissa are parents to Micah and Caden. 

Peg joined her first Sweet Adeline chorus in January of 1972 while living in Coldwater, Michigan. She soon became a section leader in that chorus and sang with the Coldwater chorus for 3 regional competitions. Shortly after the 3rd competition, in which the chorus won 1st place, she moved to Indiana. When the call went out for interested ladies to meet to form a new chorus in 1977, she was there and has remained a faithful charter member ever since. As one of the few with Sweet Adeline experience, she served as co-chairman of River Bend’s first show, “We’ve Only Just Begun.”

Peg is now associate director of the River Bend Chorus but once stepped in as director when a former director had to resign. She has also been secretary, treasurer and board member and has served on many committees. Currently she also is lead section leader and a member of the music team. “Singing with the River Bend Chorus is what I do for myself,”  Peg says. “It makes me feel good. It’s not only the music but the friendship and fun I have with the chorus members.”  

